
Stormwater Assistance Stormwater Assistance 
to Home Buildersto Home Builders

Glynn Rountree and Ty Asfaw Glynn Rountree and Ty Asfaw 
National Association of Home BuildersNational Association of Home Builders

Water and Wetlands DepartmentWater and Wetlands Department
Washington DC Washington DC 



Outline Outline 

Background on NAHB Background on NAHB 
Stormwater regulation (federal, state and local)  Stormwater regulation (federal, state and local)  
Special challenges for home builders Special challenges for home builders 
Advocacy, outreach and education effortsAdvocacy, outreach and education efforts



NAHB MembershipNAHB Membership

NAHB is a federation with over 800 state and local NAHB is a federation with over 800 state and local 
home builder associationshome builder associations
Developers and builders make up 30% of NAHBDevelopers and builders make up 30% of NAHB’’s s 
235,000 companies in the NAHB membership235,000 companies in the NAHB membership
99% of home builders are small businesses99% of home builders are small businesses
Builders rely primarily on their state and local home Builders rely primarily on their state and local home 
builder organizations (HBAs) for assistance with any builder organizations (HBAs) for assistance with any 
business issuebusiness issue



NAHBNAHB’’s Roles Role

Participate in the development of policy to help ensure Participate in the development of policy to help ensure 
stormwater requirements are efficient, effective, and stormwater requirements are efficient, effective, and 
workable in the fieldworkable in the field

e.g. e.g. ““Single Lot PermitSingle Lot Permit”” concept concept 
Respond to memberRespond to member’’s needs on different issues related s needs on different issues related 
to stormwater to stormwater 
Provide technical review of state, and local rules and Provide technical review of state, and local rules and 
compare with national trendscompare with national trends
Provide educational tools and outreach materials to Provide educational tools and outreach materials to 
membersmembers



Stormwater Regulation Stormwater Regulation 

Federal Federal 
EPAEPA’’s Construction General Permit applies in 5 s Construction General Permit applies in 5 
states (ID, NM, MA, NH, AK)states (ID, NM, MA, NH, AK)
The CGP acts as a model for the delegated stateThe CGP acts as a model for the delegated state’’s s 
permitspermits
EPAEPA’’s CGP must be reauthorized in 2008 s CGP must be reauthorized in 2008 



Stormwater RegulationStormwater Regulation

State State 
45 States are delegated to administer the NDPES 45 States are delegated to administer the NDPES 
program program 
23 states must reissue their permits in 2008 23 states must reissue their permits in 2008 

Local Local 
Many municipalities and other local government Many municipalities and other local government 
entities (counties, water conservation districts, etc) entities (counties, water conservation districts, etc) 
have their own unique stormwater requirements. have their own unique stormwater requirements. 



The SWPPP, unique to each construction site, shows The SWPPP, unique to each construction site, shows 
how compliance will be achieved at that specific how compliance will be achieved at that specific 
building sitebuilding site
The SWPPP is normally reviewed by the permitting The SWPPP is normally reviewed by the permitting 
agency prior to issuance of the permitagency prior to issuance of the permit
Developed by either a professional engineer or soil Developed by either a professional engineer or soil 
erosion control experterosion control expert
Best Management Practices are used for complianceBest Management Practices are used for compliance
Best professional judgmentBest professional judgment

Stormwater RegulationStormwater Regulation

Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans 
(SWPPP)(SWPPP)



Stormwater Regulation Stormwater Regulation 

In the end many builders must comply with at In the end many builders must comply with at 
least two sets of stormwater requirementsleast two sets of stormwater requirements

These rules are not always coordinated or These rules are not always coordinated or 
consistent, creating confusion and making consistent, creating confusion and making 
compliance with all mandates difficult, at best. compliance with all mandates difficult, at best. 



Difficult to demonstrate compliance Difficult to demonstrate compliance 
Nonpoint vs. point source Nonpoint vs. point source 
Each construction site is different due to:Each construction site is different due to:

SlopesSlopes -- SoilsSoils
PrecipitationPrecipitation -- Size of the disturbed areaSize of the disturbed area
Nearby waterbodiesNearby waterbodies

Special Challenges for Home Special Challenges for Home 
BuildersBuilders



Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) for waters Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) for waters 
impaired due to sediment and nutrientsimpaired due to sediment and nutrients
New requirements for Low Impact Development,  New requirements for Low Impact Development,  
Better Site Design, and infiltration requirementsBetter Site Design, and infiltration requirements

UpUp--front design costsfront design costs
Risk of failure of new technologies Risk of failure of new technologies 
PostPost--Construction Maintenance requirementsConstruction Maintenance requirements

Phase II expansion of new permits for small cities, Phase II expansion of new permits for small cities, 
some counties, and other entitiessome counties, and other entities
Effluent Limitation Guidelines Effluent Limitation Guidelines 

Current Challenges for Home Current Challenges for Home 
Builders  Builders  



Effluent GuidelinesEffluent Guidelines

Effluent Limitation Guidelines (ELG) are technologyEffluent Limitation Guidelines (ELG) are technology--
based standards for categories of dischargers based standards for categories of dischargers 
EPA is developing an ELG for the construction and EPA is developing an ELG for the construction and 
development industry development industry 
ELG requirements will be added into the NPDES ELG requirements will be added into the NPDES 
stormwater permits increasing the complexity of the stormwater permits increasing the complexity of the 
existing regulationexisting regulation
NAHB is working with EPA in providing comments NAHB is working with EPA in providing comments 
and dataand data

Current Challenges for Home Current Challenges for Home 
Builders  Builders  
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NAHB AdvocacyNAHB Advocacy

Purpose: NAHB developed a Single Lot Permit Purpose: NAHB developed a Single Lot Permit 
to streamline the CGP for small builders to streamline the CGP for small builders 
Applies to companies building a single home Applies to companies building a single home 
Benefits of the Single Lot PermitBenefits of the Single Lot Permit

Provides a checklist of common BMPs Provides a checklist of common BMPs 
Simplified version of SWPPPSimplified version of SWPPP

A Single Lot Permit is adopted in Lincoln, NEA Single Lot Permit is adopted in Lincoln, NE

Single Lot Permit Single Lot Permit 



Qualifying Local ProgramQualifying Local Program

Purpose of QLP is to streamline duplicative Purpose of QLP is to streamline duplicative 
stormwater requirementsstormwater requirements
EPA developed the QLP provision EPA developed the QLP provision 
QLP language can be included in state permits QLP language can be included in state permits 
to reduce duplication between state and local to reduce duplication between state and local 
requirements requirements 
Builders will benefit if the QLP provision is Builders will benefit if the QLP provision is 
adopted in state permitsadopted in state permits

NAHB AdvocacyNAHB Advocacy



NAHB Outreach and EducationNAHB Outreach and Education

Stormwater Compliance Cards Stormwater Compliance Cards 

Stormwater and Erosion Control ToolkitStormwater and Erosion Control Toolkit

Assistance to State and Local associations Assistance to State and Local associations 
providing stormwater training providing stormwater training 

e.g EPA Region 6 e.g EPA Region 6 



Stormwater Compliance CardsStormwater Compliance Cards

see see www.nahb.org/stormwaterwww.nahb.org/stormwater

NAHB Outreach and EducationNAHB Outreach and Education



Stormwater and Erosion Control ToolkitStormwater and Erosion Control Toolkit

The goal of the toolkit is to educate Home The goal of the toolkit is to educate Home 
Builders Association staff on current regulatory Builders Association staff on current regulatory 
trends in stormwater and assist them in  trends in stormwater and assist them in  
participating effectively in local stormwater participating effectively in local stormwater 
issuesissues

NAHB Outreach and EducationNAHB Outreach and Education



Stormwater and Erosion Control ToolkitStormwater and Erosion Control Toolkit

NAHB Outreach and EducationNAHB Outreach and Education



Stormwater Compliance Training in Stormwater Compliance Training in 
Texas (2007)Texas (2007)

NAHB Outreach and EducationNAHB Outreach and Education



NAHB Outreach and EducationNAHB Outreach and Education

Stormwater webcast in partnership with EPA Stormwater webcast in partnership with EPA 
Trade sheets for contractors on construction Trade sheets for contractors on construction 
sitessites
Potential partnerships with International Potential partnerships with International 
Erosion Control Association to provide Erosion Control Association to provide 
stormwater classesstormwater classes

Current EffortsCurrent Efforts



SummarySummary

Stormwater is near the top of EPAStormwater is near the top of EPA’’s national s national 
enforcement priorities enforcement priorities 
Stormwater regulation will get tougher due to stringent Stormwater regulation will get tougher due to stringent 
new regulations and poor water quality new regulations and poor water quality 
NAHB is poised to assist our members to comply with NAHB is poised to assist our members to comply with 
the existing regulations and to participate in the the existing regulations and to participate in the 
development of future regulationsdevelopment of future regulations
Assisting in compliance and partnerships with others Assisting in compliance and partnerships with others 
improves environmental outcomesimproves environmental outcomes



Thank you Thank you 

Any questionsAny questions……
www.nahb.org/stormwaterwww.nahb.org/stormwater

grountree@nahb.comgrountree@nahb.com or or easfaw@nahb.comeasfaw@nahb.com


