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North Carolina’s SWAP

• Required by 1996 Safe Drinking Water Amendments

• Assess Existing Public Drinking Water Sources
– Susceptibility to Contamination

– 9,500 wells and 207 surface water intakes (7,800 PWS Systems)

• Promote Source Water Protection
– Cost Effective Strategy to Ensure Safe Drinking Water
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Basic SWAP Requirements

• Delineate Source Water Assessment Area Boundaries

– Ground Water and Surface Water

• Inventory Potential Contaminant Sources (PCSs)

• Assess Susceptibility of PWS Sources
– Required Final Assessment Rating (High, Moderate, Low)
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Public Availability of SWAP 
Results and Reports

• Reports with Tables, Maps and Figures 

• ArcIMS Viewer and Custom Tools

• http://www.deh.enr.state.nc.us/pws/
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Benefits of Collaboration

• Targeted UST Facility Inspections

• Site Assessments related to LUSTs
- Site assessment requires identification of all water supply wells and 

WHPAs within a 1500-foot radius of a confirmed release or 
discharge

• Prioritization of Site Cleanups
- Risk-based cleanup standards

• Development of a Local WHP Programs



Public Water Supply Section

Permitted UST Facilities

• Approximately 70% located by the UST 
Section using GPS 

• The SWAP Program provided funding to 
geo-locate the remaining facilities

• UST database updated and loaded into 
the SWAP application
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