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Maine Healthy Coastal Beaches 
Program:

History: 2002 funded by EPA;  
UMCE/SG Coordinating Program, 
SPO/Maine Coastal Program 
Managing program

Local jurisdiction; voluntary; 
non-regulatory; provincial state; 
no response to top down 
management; no legislation 
currently or proposed

2 Beaches monitoring in 2002 without  
QA/QC in place; currently 38 beaches 
monitored in program



Elements of the Program
Develop a structure for 

statewide program with 
jurisdiction at the local level

Implement standardized 
methods, training programs 
and regional labs

QAPP and Notification 
Development and other 
protocols

Public Input, Education 
and outreach



Partners-statewide and local:
UMCE/Sea Grant, MCP, DEP, BoH, 
DMR, DOC, EPA, Municipal Officials, 
State Park Personnel, Nonprofit 
Groups, Volunteers, and EPA

Engaged In: Structure, Resources, 
Training, Implementation, Evaluation

Strengths and Challenges:

• Community support into the 
future—only way possible in ME

• Lengthy process to engage all

•Stewardship activity and 
educational opportunities strong

•Turnover in staff an issue-
funding essential

Who’s Involved



• Engage towns/State Parks

• Provide Education

• Develop Tools 

• Identify & Remediate 

Strategies



Education

•Beach User and Municipal 
Surveys

•Strategy Developed w/ Advisory 
Committee and marketing firm 
PBK

•Radio spots & PSAs, TV weather 
line, Radio Forums

•Web Design

•Written materials –distribute 
70,000 to Chamber of Commerce, 
Info Ctrs, park Kiosks, mailed w/ 
parking permits, etc.



TOOLS

• Protocols

• Signage

• GIS maps

• On-Line database

• Public interface for      
viewing data



Beach Signs



On-Line Database



Public 
Interface 
to MHCB 
Data

On-Line 

March 2005



Beach Status Updated every 24 hours-advisories 
and closures automated email to managers



ID and Remediation

• Sanitary Surveys 
conducted W/ DMR

• Storm Event monitoring

• Monitoring plan of study  
area

• Analysis of pollution 
problems 

• Community development 
process for remediation

• Presentations

Lincolnville Beach

Kennebunkport



Sanitary Survey and Monitoring Sites



For More Information:

oWebsites: :
www.MaineHealthyBeaches.org

www.epa.gov/ost/beaches

Contact Info:
oUMCE/Sea Grant: 

Esperanza Stancioff
and Keri Lindberg

Phone: (207) 832-0343 or 1-800-244-2104
FAX 207-832-0377
email: esp@umext.maine.edu

http://www.mainehealthybeaches.org/
http://www.epa.gov/ost/beaches
mailto:esp@umext.maine.edu

