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New England Has A Short Swimming Season





EPA’s Clean Beaches Initiative 
Protects public health by reducing beach closures



New England’s beaches are monitored 
MORE FREQUENTLY now than five years ago

NH has 15 coastal beaches -
all are monitored
30 of Maine’s coastal 
beaches are now monitored 
– up 60% from 2002 
MA has over 800 coastal 
beach monitoring stations –
all beaches are monitored





Beach Closures in Northern New England:
Sources: storm water, old infrastructure, CSOs

Typically, one out of four beaches 
experiences at least one posting 
during the summer



Beach Closures in Northern New England 
Sources: “wildlife”, boat sewage

Typically, one out of four beaches 
experiences at least one posting 
during the summer



The Next Step:  Using monitoring and assessment information 
to identify sources of bacteria and correct them



Tools & strategies to improve water quality 
at coastal and freshwater beaches

Speakers will describe 
examples from:

Bar Harbor and Portland in 
Maine
Coastal and freshwater 
beaches in New Hampshire
Quincy, Danvers and other 
Salem Sound communities in 
Massachusetts
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